Secondary Sources on the History of Organic Farming

Top Ten Best Overviews:

Beeman, Randal S., and James A. Pritchard. A Green and Permanent Land: Ecology and
Agriculture in the Twentieth Century. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2001.

Blum, Barton. “Composting and the Roots of Sustainable Agriculture.” Agricultural History 66
(Spring 1992), no. 2: 171-188.

Case, Andrew N. The Organic Profit: Rodale and the Making of Marketplace Environmentalism.
Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2018.

Conford, Philip. The Origins of the Organic Movement. Edinburgh, UK: Floris Books, 2001.

Conford, Philip. The Development of the Organic Network: Linking People and Themes, 1945-
95. Edinburgh: Floris Books, 2011.

Heckman, J. “A History of Organic Farming: Transitions from Sir Albert Howard’s War in the
Soil to USDA National Organic Program.” Renewable Agriculture and Food Systems 21
(2006), no. 3: 143-150. http://dx.doi.org/10.1079/RAF2005126.

Heckman, Joseph R. “Soil Fertility Management a Century Ago in Farmers of Forty Centuries.’
Sustainability 5 (2013): 2795-2801.

O’Sullivan, Robin. American Organic: A Cultural History of Farming, Gardening, Shopping,
and Eating. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2015.

Treadwell, D. D., D. E. McKinney, and N. G. Creamer. “From Philosophy to Science: A Brief
History of Organic Horticulture in the United States.” HortScience 38 (August 2003), no.
5: 1009-1014.

Youngberg, Garth, and Suzanne P. DeMuth. “Organic Agriculture in the United States: A 30-Year
Retrospective.” Renewable Agriculture and Food Systems 28, no. 4 (2013): 294-328.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/S1742170513000173.

b

Full List:

Abbott, Anneliese. Malabar Farm: Louis Bromfield, Friends of the Land, and the Rise of
Sustainable Agriculture. Kent, OH: Kent State University Press, 2021.

Barton, Gregory A. The Global History of Organic Farming. Oxford: Oxford University Press,
2018.

Barton, Gregory. “Sir Albert Howard and the Forestry Roots of the Organic Farming
Movement.” Agricultural History 75, no. 2 (Spring 2001): 168-187.

Beeman, Randal. “Friends of the Land and the Rise of Environmentalism, 1940-1954.” Journal
of Agricultural and Environmental Ethics 8, no. 1 (1995): 1-16.

Beeman, Randal. “Louis Bromfield versus the ‘Age of Irritation.”” Environmental History
Review 17, no. 1 (Spring 1993): 77-92.

Beeman, Randal. “The Trash Farmer.” Journal of Sustainable Agriculture 4, no. 1 (1994): 91-
102. https://doi.org/10.1300/J064v04n01_07.

Beeman, Randal S., and James A. Pritchard. 4 Green and Permanent Land: Ecology and
Agriculture in the Twentieth Century. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2001.

Belasco, Warren J. Appetite for Change: How the Counterculture Took on the Food Industry.
Second updated edition. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2007.

Blum, Barton. “Composting and the Roots of Sustainable Agriculture.” Agricultural History 66
(Spring 1992), no. 2: 171-188. http://www.jstor.org/stable/3743852.



http://dx.doi.org/10.1079/RAF2005126
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/S1742170513000173
https://doi.org/10.1300/J064v04n01_07
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3743852

Case, Andrew N. The Organic Profit: Rodale and the Making of Marketplace Environmentalism.
Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2018.

Conford, Philip. The Development of the Organic Network: Linking People and Themes, 1945-
95. Edinburgh: Floris Books, 2011.

Conford, Philip, ed. The Organic Tradition: An Anthology of Writings on Organic Farming,
1900-1950. Harland, Bideford, Devon: Green Books, 1988.

Conford, Philip. The Origins of the Organic Movement. Edinburgh, UK: Floris Books, 2001.

Conford, Philip. “*Somewhere Quite Different’: The Seventies Generation of Organic Activists
and Their Context.” Rural History 19, no. 2 (2008): 217-234.

Figueroa, Shayne Leslie. “Oral Histories of Three Pioneers in Organic Agriculture Research.”
Renewable Agriculture and Food Systems 37 (2022): 581-587.
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1742170522000266

Gershuny, Grace. Organic Revolutionary: A Memoir of the Movement for Real Food, Planetary
Healing, and Human Liberation, 2nd edition. Joes Brook Press, 2017.

Guthman, Julie. Agrarian Dreams: The Paradox of Organic Farming in California. Berkeley:
University of California Press, 2004.

Heckman, J. “A History of Organic Farming: Transitions from Sir Albert Howard’s War in the
Soil to USDA National Organic Program.” Renewable Agriculture and Food Systems 21
(2006), no. 3: 143-150. http://dx.doi.org/10.1079/RAF2005126.

Heckman, Joseph R. “Securing Fresh Food from Fertile Soil, Challenges to the Organic and Raw
Milk Movements.” Renewable Agriculture and Food Systems 34 (2019): 472-485.
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1742170517000618.

Heckman, Joseph R. “Soil Fertility Management a Century Ago in Farmers of Forty Centuries.”
Sustainability 5 (2013): 2795-2801. http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/su5062796.

Jackson, Carlton. J. I. Rodale: Apostle of Nonconformity. New York: Pyramid Books, 1974.

Jundt, Thomas. Greening the Red, White, and Blue: The Bomb, Big Business, and Consumer
Resistance in Postwar America. New York: Oxford University Press, 2014.

Kaufman, Maynard, and Julia Christianson, eds. The Organic Movement in Michigan. Lansing:
Michigan Organic Food and Farm Alliance, 2017.

Lockeretz, William, ed. Organic Farming: An International History. Cambridge, MA: CABI,
2007.

Manlay, Raphaél J., Christian Feller, and M. J. Swift. “Historical Evolution of Soil Organic
Matter Concepts and Their Relationships with the Fertility and Sustainability of Cropping
Systems.” Agriculture, Ecosystems and Environment 119 (2007): 217-33.

Obach, Brian K. Organic Struggle: The Movement for Sustainable Agriculture in the United
States. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2015.

O’Sullivan, Robin. American Organic: A Cultural History of Farming, Gardening, Shopping,
and Eating. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2015.

Peters, Suzanne. “The Land in Trust: A Social History of the Organic Farming Movement.”
Ph.D. diss., McGill University, Montreal, Quebec, 1979.

Reed, Matthew. Rebels for the Soil: The Rise of the Global Organic Food and Farming
Movement. London: Earthscan, 2010.

Renner, Martin. “Conservative Nutrition: The Industrial Food Supply and Its Critics, 1915-
1985.” PhD diss., University of California Santa Cruz, 2012.



https://doi.org/10.1017/S1742170522000266
http://dx.doi.org/10.1079/RAF2005126
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1742170517000618
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/su5062796

Reti, Irene, and Sarah Rabkin, eds. Cultivating a Movement: An Oral History of Organic
Farming and Sustainable Agriculture on California’s Central Coast. Santa Cruz:
University of California-Santa Cruz, 2012.

Treadwell, D. D., D. E. McKinney, and N. G. Creamer. “From Philosophy to Science: A Brief
History of Organic Horticulture in the United States.” HortScience 38 (August 2003), no.
5: 1009-1014.

Vos, Timothy. “Organic Farming and the Sociological Imaginary: The Philosophy and Practice of
Stewardship in the Middle Landscape.” PhD diss., University of California-Santa Cruz,
September 2007.

Youngberg, Garth, and Suzanne P. DeMuth. “Organic Agriculture in the United States: A 30-Year
Retrospective.” Renewable Agriculture and Food Systems 28, no. 4 (2013): 294-328.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/S1742170513000173.



http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/S1742170513000173

