
Early Organic Farming Books 

 

 

Balfour, E. B. The Living Soil: Evidence of the Importance to Human Health of Soil Vitality, with 

Special Reference to Post-War Planning. London: Faber and Faber, 1943. 

Borsodi, Ralph. Flight from the City: The Story of a New Way to Family Security. New York: 

Harper, 1933. 

Borsodi, Ralph. “A Plan for Rural Life.” In Agriculture in Modern Life, edited by G. E. Baker, 

Ralph Borsodi, and M. L. Wilson, 187-211. New York: Harper, 1939. 

Bromfield, Louis. From My Experience. HarperCollins, 1955; repr., Wooster, OH: Wooster 

Book, 1999. 

Bromfield, Louis. Malabar Farm. HarperCollins, 1948; repr., Wooster, OH: Wooster Book, 

1999. 

Bromfield, Louis. Out of the Earth. Harper, 1950; repr., Wooster, OH: Wooster Book, 2003. 

Bromfield, Louis. Pleasant Valley. New York, NY:  Harper Brothers, 1945; repr., Wooster, OH: 

Wooster Book, 1999. 

Cocannouer, Joseph A. Weeds: Guardians of the Soil. New York: Devin-Adair, 1950. 

Darwin, Charles. Darwin on Humus and the Earthworm: The Formation of Vegetable Mould 

through the Action of Worms with Observations on their Habits. London: Faber and 

Faber, 1945. 

Faulkner, Edward H. Plowman’s Folly. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1943. 

Faulkner, Edward H. A Second Look. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1947. 

Faulkner, Edward H. Soil Development. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1952. 

Hainsworth, P. H. Agriculture: The Only Right Approach. 1954; repr., Pauma Valley, CA: 

Bargyla and Gylver Rateaver, 1976. 

Howard, Albert. An Agricultural Testament. London: Oxford University Press, 1940. 

Howard, Albert. Farming and Gardening for Health or Disease. London: Faber and Faber, 1945. 

Reprinted by Rodale Press as The Soil and Health in 1947. 

Howard, Sir Albert. The War in the Soil. Emmaus, PA: Rodale Press, 1946. 

Howard, Albert, and Yeshwant D. Wad. The Waste Products of Agriculture: Their Utilization as 

Humus. London, 1931; repr., Oxford City Press, 2011. 

Howard, Louise A. Sir Albert Howard in India. Emmaus, PA: Rodale Press, 1953. 

McCarrison, Sir Robert. Nutrition and Health: Being the Cantor Lectures Delivered before the 

Royal Society of Arts, 1936, Together with Two Earlier Essays. London: Faber and Faber, 

1961. 

McCarrison, Sir Robert. The Work of Sir Robert McCarrison. Edited by H. M. Sinclair. London: 

Faber and Faber, 1953. 

King, F. H. Farmers of Forty Centuries: Organic Farming in China, Korea, and Japan. 1911; 

repr., Mineola, NY: Dover, 2004. 

Nearing, Helen, and Scott Nearing. Living the Good Life: How to Live Sanely and Simply in a 

Troubled World. 1954; repr., New York: Schocken, 1970. 

Nearing, Helen, and Scott Nearing. The Maple Sugar Book: Being a Plain Practical Account of 

the Art of Sugaring Designed to Promote an Acquaintance with the Ancient as Well as the 

Modern Practise, Together With Remarks on Pioneering as a Way of Living in the 

Twentieth Century. New York: John Day, 1950. 

Northbourne, Lord. Look to the Land. London: Dent, 1940. 



Pfeiffer, Ehrenfried. Bio-Dynamic Farming and Gardening. New York: Anthroposophic Press, 

1940. 

Picton, Lionel James. Nutrition and the Soil: Thoughts on Feeding. Introductory essay on 

creative medicine by Dr. Jonathan Forman. New York: Devin-Adair, 1949. 

Price, Weston A. Nutrition and Physical Degeneration: A Comparison of Primitive and Modern 

Diets and Their Effects, 4th ed. Redlands, CA: Published by the author, 1945. 

Rayner, M. C. [Mable Heveley], and W. Neilson-Jones. Problems in Tree Nutrition: An Account 

of Researches Concerned Primarily with the Mycorrhizal Habit in Relation to Forestry 

and with Some Biological Aspects of Soil Fertility. London: Faber and Faber, 1944. 

Rayner, M. C. Trees and Toadstools. London: Faber and Faber, 1945. 

Rodale, J. I. The Organic Front. Emmaus, PA: Rodale Press, 1948. 

Rodale, J. I. Organic Merry-Go-Round. Emmaus, PA: Rodale Press, 1954. 

Rodale, J. I. Pay Dirt: Farming and Gardening with Composts. Emmaus, PA: Rodale Press, 

1945. 

Rodale, J. I., and staff. The Encyclopedia of Organic Gardening. Emmaus, PA: Rodale, 1959. 

Rodale, J. I., and staff. How to Grow Vegetables and Fruits by the Organic Method. Emmaus, 

PA: Rodale Press, 1961. 

Stout, Ruth. Gardening Without Work: For the Aging, the Busy, and the Indolent. Emmaus, PA: 

Rodale Press, 1961. 

Stout, Ruth. How to Have a Green Thumb Without an Aching Back: A New Method of Mulch 

Gardening. Emmaus, PA: Rodale Press, 1955. 

Stout, Ruth. No Work Garden Book. Emmaus, PA: Rodale Press, 1971. 

Sykes, Friend. Food, Farming and the Future. Emmaus, PA: Rodale Press, 1951. 

Sykes, Friend. Humus and the Farmer. Emmaus, PA: Rodale Press, 1949. 

Waksman, Selman A. Humus: Origin, Chemical Composition, and Importance in Nature, Second 

Edition. Baltimore: Williams and Wilkins, 1938. 

Waksman, Selman A. Soil Microbiology. New York: John Wiley, 1952. 

Wickenden, Leonard. Make Friends with Your Land: A Chemist Looks at Organiculture. New 

York: Devin-Adair, 1949. 

Wrench, G. T. The Wheel of Health. London: C. W. Daniel, 1938. 

Wylie, J. C. Fertility from Town Wastes. London: Faber and Faber, 1955. 


